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Dear Friends

At RTU, our full-time child-care system is a living and vibrant way to care for
children. The family-care method started in a very small way as an emergency to
help children in desperate need of a place of refuge and now nurtures 950 children
and young people. Like any living plant we have what | call the flow-through sys-
tem. Children come to us, sometimes as small babies, and remain in a family in a
Children’s Village until their teens, when they will move into one of our four girls’
Hostels or two boys’ Hostels (which are in the same grounds as or close to the
Children’s Villages). Once they have completed their school studies they will then
go out to one of many colleges to complete a degree or other course in profes-
sional studies. At present there are 104 boys and girls in colleges outside RTU.
More and more of these young adults are now well employed and independent.
Thus the flow-through goes on from childhood to young adulthood, and can last as
long as 18 years.

Let me share a few recent examples of the successes &
of our child-care system.

Packia Mary (right), with her sister and brother, came §
to us in 1990. Now
Packia Mary is a doctor.
Her sister Shanti be-
came a Catholic nun.
Amulraj is working in the
Indian Army and re-
cently got married to
another RTU girl who is
working as a staff nurse.

Alagu Lakshmi , who I
was blind from birth
came to RTU in 1995. Now she is a Bachelor of Fine
Arts, and in July 2011 she started working as a music
teacher at Life Help Centre, Chennai (Madras) for the
physically handicapped.
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Murugeswari came in 1994 as a small child rescued
from female infanticide. Now she has finished her three-
year Diploma in General Nursing and Mid-Wifery course,
and recently she joined as a nurse in KMC Hospital — a
big and famous hospital in Coimbatore (about 110 miles

north west of us).

Ranjith Kumar joined RTU in
December 1993 with his two
sisters and his mother, who
became a foster-mother in
Nirmala Children’s Village.
After completing her 15 years
of service she retired and set-
tled with her children in
Madurai. Ranjith Kumar completed a Bachelor of Phar-
macy and is now earning good money in Madurai. His
elder sister Jenifer Elizabeth also trained as a medical
scan technician and got government employment at
Madurai Rajaji Medical College Hospital. She has recently
married. The younger sister is still training as a staff
nurse.

Prabu has recently joined a pharmaceutical company in
Bangalore. He was 6 years old when he came to RTU in
1995, after his mother died and then his father deserted
them. His sister Ambika was aged about 4. Prabu has
become a pharmacist with a Bachelor of Pharmacy qualifi-
cation and is able to earn a good salary of Rs.20,000
(£280) per month in the medical field. Ambika studied for a
Diploma in Special Education and she is now working with
mentally handicapped children in Chennai.

Annalakshmi arrived in
2002 with her two younger
sisters who are still with us

now. The first is studying for a Diploma in Computer
Engineering at Theni Kammavar Engineering College.
(Theni is just 15 miles away from RTU.) The youngest
sister is in XI standard in RTU’s St. Peter’s Higher Sec-
ondary School. The girls’ mother Pappu joined RTU
with them as a foster mother with HIV/AIDS. Sadly she
died in August 2004, leaving the three girls as orphans.
Annalakshmi studied for 2 years for a Diploma in
Teacher Education and then she started working as a
teacher in Chennai (Madras) where some of her rela-
tives are living.



No apology for returning once more to the village s lums

There is nothing at all beautiful
about the slums where the Dalits live
together in their ‘colonies’ which should
really be called ghettoes. The Dalits
are the lowest in the caste system and
in the past were known as
‘untouchables’.  These colonies are
always on the fringes of any village,
though sometimes the main village
may have grown beyond and around
them. Only the Dalits will live in these
places and there are cases reported
almost every day in the papers about
how badly treated they can be, or gen- An old lady lives here
erally just neglected. RTU has built or
rebuilt many Dalit colonies over the
years and during recent months we
have been very busy with three exam-
ples.

| know | have written about this several
times already. But | am at present, in a
way, immersed in the wretchedness of
these places. The children | meet and
love there, are no different basically to
children everywhere, except these are
so deprived of what we associate with
childhood: adequate food and clothing
and medical care and play things and a
decent clean living area and a decent
house.

And this is ‘home’ to a family

| spend a lot of time looking at the hor-
rendous living conditions, the dreadful
hovels for families with several children,
that have not an iota of comfort in them
at all. They are so flimsy, so rotten, so
worthless, so completely inadequate as
dwelling places. And yet these families
have to live all their lives in such condi-
tions with never a hope of any improve-
ment. And | see the children who know
nothing different, and never will unless

someone has the courage to do some- . -
The drain also serves as a public toilet



thing about the gross injustice still prevalent.

The overall impression in wandering around these places is of the lack of sanitation,
of cleanliness, of anything beautiful, of any good roads or pathways or drains or dis-
posal of the endless rubbish. Toilets are almost non-existent and one must watch
where one walks because children

squat anywhere, they have no choice.

These colonies are such a huge con-

trast to the standards in our Children’s

Villages and young people’s hostels.

We have just rebuilt 40 houses and put
in several water supplies in a colony in
a village called Renganathapuram.
And now we are building at least 50
houses in a double colony called Gan-
dhiji Nagar. Already we have supplied
plenty of water sources. We are plan-
ning a Balwadi (Nursery or pre-school)
to replace a disgraceful tiny rented
shack meant for 25 children. This we
will make as attractive and sensible as
possible with lots of play and child-
learning things and a kitchen and toi-
lets. Then we can start to look at other
needs.

A new house built by RTU and ready for occupation

| do apologise for so often returning to
this theme. But here the needs are the
greatest and so very few are involved
in trying to do something about them.
These lowest caste people have the
largest share of the heart of RTU and
wherever | have been they have my
preferential care.

So at prese_nt, among so mu_Ch else in The existing Balwadi for 25 children
our work, this engages my mind and my
attempts to help.

Brother James
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