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My name is Scott Preston , I am 21, and I am currently 
a volunteer at RTU from Scotland. I came in 2006 for 
five weeks on a construction team with Lasallian 
Developing World Projects*, and I always said that I 
would come back to volunteer for a longer time. Back 
then I only worked with the Housing Department but 
now I have the opportunity to do little bits of work with 
all of the other departments, and so I have gained a 
better understanding of all that RTU does. 

My main job has been to scan in the old photos that 
date right back to the beginning of RTU, and there are 
thousands! As well as this I copy up all of Brother 
James’ old diaries so that there will be a digital record 
of everything that has happened here at RTU.  

Both the photos and diaries have given me an insight into all of the work that 
RTU carries out, which is much more that I realised when I started. When I scan 
a photo of a child I will go and ask Latha, who is the head of the Child Care 
Department, if she knows who this is. Her eyes will brighten up and a big smile 
will come across her face. She remembers every child’s name and how they 
came to RTU. Every child has a story, and the staff here can recall them all!  I 
sometimes sit in the morning with Brother James outside his office as the children 
walk down to the schools and balwadi’s. He will point out one and tell me their 
story. The children walk past saying “morning Thata”. How many other NGO 
Presidents get called Grandpa? 

A few weeks ago I met a woman who receives regular monetary support through 
the Home Sponsorship Programme. Her husband abandoned the family 15 years 
ago, and she was left on her own to bring up 3 daughters. She used to work for a 
rich family and was able to get clothes and food from them, but once their 
children were old enough she had to leave and couldn’t find any other job. With 
three girls she said this was a struggle, as she would need to find their dowries 
from somewhere, and buy jewels for their weddings in the future: but she alone 
was unable to feed or provide basic necessities for them. She said there was no 
hope. She broke into tears and said that at that time they were on the point of 
suicide. She has been receiving assistance from RTU for a few years now, and 
can see some hope for her daughters’ futures as well as her own. 

Stories like this happen every at here at RTU, and every time the staff open up 
their arms and their hearts to help, be it a small child, a family without a home, or 
an elderly woman. The work that they do is so inspiring. To hear of the help that 
they provide from the people who benefit, and to see this at first hand, is a very 
humbling experience. I am proud and privileged to have had the chance to work 
among everyone here at RTU.    
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Dear Friends 

In addition to all the extensive and comprehensive work of RTU , we also are 
very involved in what we call satellite programmes.  These are really trustworthy 
groups working for the very poor doing the kind of work that is run professionally, is 
well staffed but involved in areas we are not qualified to handle, such as the 
Jeevan Jyothi hospice for terminal cases of HIV/AIDS where patients are helped to 
die in comfort and like decent human beings (and where our children ill with AIDS 
receive specialist care that can sometimes improve their health dramatically). We 
help them to get going in whatever ways they need and support than for as long as 
is needed. 

Over the past year this Newsletter has several time s featured RUADT , another 
group we are very closely connected with, which runs a large programme for se-
verely physically or mentally handicapped children.  These are the most neglected 
and needy children especially among very poor families.  We have known RUADT 
for about fifteen years since they were starting with a dozen handicapped children 
in conditions that were wretched.  The founder is a Mr Murugan and his wife, who 
have dedicated their lives to this very difficult work.  They now have a magnificent 
set-up catering for around 650 children in three 
very well-run centres, beautifully equipped and 
with trained and experienced staff.   

I would like to tell you about some of these 
children , who in some cases have lost their par-
ents as well as being disabled.  I know them well 
and for some of them in a way I have to replace 
the father figure and often enough mother figure 
also that they have lost.  This programme and 
RTU are so closely integrated as to be almost one 
large programme.  Their children come across the 
road from their main centre in their vehicle to one 
of our schools. 

Nagajothi is one such child.  She is a happy 
little girl, alert, pretty, intelligent, to all appear-
ances a normal child, except her legs are useless.  

��������	�

�������������December 2009 

Bro James Kimpton fsc , G Kallupatti, Periyakulam Tk, Theni Dt 625203, Tamil Nadu, S India  

RTU (UK) Office: Max Philbrick, 11 Crofts Avenue, C orbridge, Northumberland , NE45 5LY 

RTU in the UK is a registered charity, No 1091295. Registered in England & Wales, Company No 4217700 
Registered Office: 59 Knowle Wood Road, Dorridge, Solihull, B93 8JP.  Website: www.rtu.org.uk 
RTU in India is an independent organisation registered in Tamil Nadu.  Website: www.rtuindia.org 



She is about eight years old, otherwise healthy. She 
has two younger brothers. Her mother and father are 
both blind, and the mother has deserted the family to 
marry another man.  Strangely, none of this is re-
flected in Nagajothi who is now with Mr Murugan in 
RUADT near our Children’s Village in Bodi. It saddens 
me to see such a lively, happy, always smiling little girl 
unable to join in all the fun and games of the other chil-
dren at our school.  And yet, I am convinced that cor-
rective surgery can and should be done soon and that 
it will be a big help.   Why should she be condemned 
to a life able to sit down only and dependent on others 
for her everyday needs?  Why should she be con-
demned to drag herself around on the ground for the 
rest of her life? 

What I would like to do for her  and at least 25 other children like Nagajothi is to 
give them the best possible surgical treatment so that they can be mobile and more 
independent.  At least let us try, with the advice and guidance of good orthopaedic 
doctors.  This would mean hospitalization, surgery and then whatever prostheses are 
advised.  All this is available in India, but as a price beyond all of them.  Our estimate 
is that an average of Rs.20,000 (£260, � 305) per child would be a most valuable 
help.  I am thinking of the whole future of these beautiful children who are now very 
much part of my own life. 

These children all come from the poorest of poor ba ckgrounds and there is no 
way that they could ever afford such treatment.  And I think of their future as adults.  
In India that can be unbelievable suffering.  Beautiful children like Nagajothi should 
be able to live a normal happy life once money can be found for corrective surgery of 
her legs, followed by physiotherapy and callipers.  We have had extensive experi-
ence of this in the early days of RTU when polio and its after effects were rampant - 
we have now eradicated polio from this area completely. 

I would like to start a fund together 
with Mr and Mrs Murugan for this 
new outreach programme.  I would 
like to call it “Nagajothi Fund”, since 
it is because of this child that we are 
starting this work.  Immediately 25 
boys and girls need this surgery, with 
more to follow; and even before writ-
ing to you we have received pledges 
from supporters in Germany and Brit-
ain which mean that we can estab-
lish the fund.  We will be most grate-
ful for any donations.  We can even 
assign a child for your special indi-
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vidual care, should you like to help in this way.  What a wonderful gift for the coming 
new year that would be! 

In the picture opposite you can see a man in his wh eelchair whose legs were 
completely atrophied and had to be amputated.  If he had had surgery as a child he 
could have kept his legs and been much more independent.  The child is the grand-
son of the man, that lives in one of the villages where we are working. 

I think of the future of the children now in our care and really hope they do not end up 
like this.   

Cordially yours, Brother James 
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